
INTERACTIVE  

PLAYGROUNDS  
Interactive playgrounds are a new trend, and Waterbury Public Schools now have three, with more on 

the way. The recently installed playgrounds at Walsh, Chase and Generali schools feature areas where 

parents can use a smartphone app to access games small groups of children can play with each other 

while using the equipment. The equipment itself is brightly colored with many interesting compo-

nents.  According to information available from Miracle Recreation, the manufacturer, “Biba is the mo-

bile playground app that keeps kids active, parents engaged and playground owners informed with fun 

games that capture actionable data. Biba is a free-to-play suite of mobile games specifically designed 

to get kids who are sitting in front of screens active in the real world on local playgrounds. “ 

Similar playgrounds are planned for Kingsbury, Sprague and Hopeville.  



The fun starts when a parent or staff member 

downloads the free app. Instructions for obtaining 

the app are available wat each of the playgrounds 

on the opposite side of the welcome sign.  After 

downloading the app, the adult simply walks over to 

one of the special button-like signs on the play-

ground.  When the app is accessed, it will display a 

choice of several different games that may be 

played in that area.    

Each game encourages children to move 

and play, individually or in small groups.  

The games not only suggest structured 

activities for the children, they also offer 

imaginative scenarios similar to what the 

children might experience while playing 

video games.  While computer video 

games require children to sit and play, the 

playground app requires children to 

move, run, climb and do other activities in 

order to advance to the next level of play.  



The app provides children the same types of 

advancement “rewards” they could expect by 

completing a level of play on a standard video 

game, such as a new avatar or a virtual star.  

Not only are the games imaginative 

and fun, but the components of the 

playground are also fun—even if 

you are not using the app.  

The components also help build 

strength, coordination, and physical  

skills that children can use in later 

years when beginning sports.  



CURRENT PLAYGROUNDS  

Walsh School  

Chase School  

Generali School  


